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Brothers:

I would like to start off by thanking the membership for your support of 
the new clubhouse.  Also I would like to offer a special thanks to Past President
John Carr, who has been spearheading the efforts to move this project forward.
We are hoping for the ground breaking to take place sometime in the middle of
August.  

Easter will soon be upon us and with that we will be having our annual
Easter Egg Hunt, on April 12th.  I would like to thank Peter Mitchell for taking
over the reins as the coordinator for this great family event.  As always along
with the Easter Egg Hunt, we will have a petting zoo, food and a lot of fun for
the kids and parents alike.

With the warm weather now upon us, the club will be sponsoring, and
members participating in golf outings, fishing tournaments and many other
activities.  I encourage everyone to participate in as many activities as possible;
we always have a great time.  

We also have our annual Dinner Dance coming up on May 3rd at Dolan’s.
We will be honoring Bill and Joe Connor as our Irishmen of the Year, as well as
the members of our Foundation, see our Co-Chairmen Mark Quirk or Billy
Clohosey for tickets and seating.   

Fraternally, 

Matt Sharin
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My Brother Shillelagh’s
We are off to another hot summer! Hope everyone had a great 4th of July and is 
enjoying everything the Jersey shore has to offer. June was another busy month at 
the club. Need to thank all the volunteers who help support all the events we offer.
We closed the second half of the month with our second Trivia night, a good time 
was had by all. The winning team was Drunken Irishman.  Next up was our annual 
golf tournament. Ray Barnes, Rick Mkenna, Mike Kahrer and the golf committee did 
an outstanding job putting this event on. Can’t forget Wayne Burning and the kitchen 
crew for feeding some 300 guests after the outing, the ladies that helped serve, and 
yes, Jeff Wells manning the grill cooking great steaks for all. The weekend finished off 
with comedian John Pizzi entertaining guests for a comedy night under the big top. 
Thanks to Mark Chadwick for organizing the event. Next up was a cigar and whiskey 
night hosted by Al Gonzalez and Wayne Berning. Again, thanks to the volunteers who 
helped. 
Not to be outdone, we finished the month off with Irish Heritage Night at the Blue 
Claws. The greatest band in the land, The Pipes and Drums of the Jersey Shore 
Shillelagh’s played at the opening ceremony, and yours truly got to throw out the 
first pitch, contrary to all the heckling the pitch was a strike. We also had the left field 
picnic area for the club to enjoy the game with our families.
Reminder, we will have the August meeting on Wednesday July 31st
For the month of July, the corn hole league finishes this weekend with the playoffs. 
Team GFY is in first place. Thanks, Mike Miles, for organizing. The Golf league is also 
winding down and will have their closing dinner on August the 1st. Mike Kahrer, 
thanks for starting and running the league. And our softball team, managed by Dan 
Reilly is at 10-12, thanks for putting the team together.
The big top will go up at the beginning of August, we will be holding our first Vendor 
Day Sunday August 4th, watch your email for details. Followed by Joe Kelly Bingo 
Thursday August 8th. Next up, The Annual Fluke Tournament. Friday August 9th is 
registration, and the tournament is held Saturday August 10th. Signups are available 
now. A big shout out to Chairman Ryan Lavender and Co-chair Billy Clohosey. We hope 
to have t-shirts at the August meeting. We need volunteers for the tent committee, 
again watch your email for dates.
Speaking of the big top, our tent, the tent crew needs some new help. We do pay a 
tent company to assist in the setup, we still need help to finish the setup and the take 
down. Emails will go out for setup, if you’re looking to volunteer, this is a great place 
to start.
In closing, big thanks go out to the many committees that make things happen at our 
club. The kitchen crew, the golf committee, cornhole league, golf league, dart league, 
fluke committee. That’s just to name a few of our many committees. 
Slainte’
John J Padgett
President
FSOS, Jersey Shore
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Friday July 26th • Greg Aulden
Saturday July 27th • Emilio Jennette n Son

Wednesday July 31st • FSOS Monthly Meeting (for August)
Thursday August 1st • Trivia Night w/ DJ Don

Thursday August 8th • Joe Kelly Summer Bingo
Saturday August 10th • Fluke Tournament

Sunday August 25th • Enda Keegan
Friday August 30th • Strictly 60’s Band

Wednesday September 4th • FSOS Monthly Meeting 
Saturday September 14th • ½ Way to St Patrick’s Day

Welcome New Members Class of 2024!
Below is a list of new members from part of the Class of 2024 that were welcomed to the club at the July 

meeting held on June 26. We have screenings for more of the class of 2024 over the next couple of months 

before they become members at future meetings.

Michael Neafsey
Griffin Gonzalez
Clayton Hauck
Kevin Furlong
Kevin Bench
John Harrigan
Timothy Geraghty
Dan Neary
Eric Brody
Joseph Liddy
Greg Price

Patrick Cozzo
Walter Patrickis
Kevin Casey
John McPartian
Christopher Harney
Tom Roucco
William Roucco
Kevin Murphy
William Bogdon
Zachary Vasilenko
Michael O’Keefe

Bryan Wall
Mike Walp
Edward Walp
Brett Lomas
Alex Lanier
William Lane
Stuart Warhauser
Glenn Reagan
Kevin Rogers
Christopher Mitchell
James Whitehead

Welcome to FSOS Gentlemen!
Respectfully submitted by your membership committee
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Call Today to get things started or just to ask a mortgage question! 

Joe Walsh, NMLS#126603 
77 W Main St. 

Freehold, NJ  07728 
Office:  (732) 409-7779 • Fax:  (732) 333-3113 

Cell:  (908) 415-1324 
Email:  joew@patriotmtgs.com 

www.PatriotMortgage4U.com  

For members of the FSOS or those referred by a member of the 
FSOS that closes and funds a mortgage loan with Patriot 
Mortgage, a $300 donation will be given to the FSOS in the 
name of the person doing the mortgage and Patriot Mortgage. 

NMLS ID#1248884 Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance. This is not a commitment to lend. All interest 
rates, fees and programs are subject to change without notice.  Terms and conditions apply.  All rights reserved. *Government 
insured Reverse Mortgages. 

We proudly support 
the Friendly Sons of 
Shillelagh of Belmar. 
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Irish History #116Irish History #116
U.S. Army General Philip Sheridan and Juneteenth; the Irish Brigade U.S. Army General Philip Sheridan and Juneteenth; the Irish Brigade 

and the Emancipation Proclamationand the Emancipation Proclamation

The nation’s newest federal holiday, “Juneteenth,” was 
celebrated this past June 19. It is also known as “Freedom 
Day” because, on that day in 1865, U.S. Army General Philip 
Sheridan - an Irish American - oversaw the issuance of 
General Order #3 by General Gordon Granger in Galveston, 
Texas, informing still enslaved people of the Emancipation 
Proclamation and their freedom. The U.S. Civil War had 
ended 2 months and 10 days earlier, when General Robert E. 
Lee surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox, 
Virginia. Grant sent Sheridan and 50,000 soldiers to Texas 
to restore the State to Union control. The mission included 
enforcing the end of slavery, which had not yet happened. 
Because Texas had resisted the Emancipation Proclamation 
and ignored the Confederate war defeat, slaves on 
plantations in that State were unaware they were free.  
General Order #3 changed that.
Please indulge me for a short digression. Friendly bartender 
Tim Ryan doesn’t just know movies. He also knows 
something about Union civil war generals. He can repeat 
verbatim something my old friend First Cavalry Captain John 
Hutchins used to say quite often. It was General William 
Tecumseh Sherman’s famous quote about Grant. “Grant 
stood by me when I was crazy, and I stood by him when 
he was drunk, and now we stand by each other.” Grant 
and Sherman were close. When Grant became President, 
Sherman succeeded him as Commanding General of the 
U.S. Army (4-star general). 
In the closing scene of the John Ford’s classic movie “She 
Wore a Yellow Ribbon,” Captain Nathan Brittles (John 
Wayne) is riding into the sunset and retirement when he is 
chased down by a galloper from Fort Starke with a U.S. War 
Department order recalling him to duty as Chief of Scouts 
with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. Wayne expresses glee, 
not only because of the promotion, but also because the 
order is signed by Generals Grant, Sherman, and Sheridan. 
Wayne tells the rider, “[t]here’s three aces for you, boy!”
As the civil war’s end neared, Sheridan’s cavalry forced 
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia to evacuate Petersburg 
and abandon the defense of Richmond. At Appomattox, 
Sheridan blocked Lee’s escape and pressured his surrender.  
Grant praised Sheridan’s performance, saying: “I believe 
Sheridan has no superior as general, whether living or 
dead, and perhaps no equal.”  Sheridan was one of Grant’s 
two favorite generals. The other was Sherman, who is 
remembered for the capture of Atlanta and his “March to 
the Sea”.
General Order #3 stated in part: “The people of Texas are 

informed that, in accordance with a proclamation from 
the executive of the United States, all slaves are free. This 
involves an absolute equality of personal rights and rights 
of property between former master and slaves, and the 
connection here to fore between them, becomes that of 
employer and hired labor.”   The executive proclamation 
referred to in the order was the Emancipation Proclamation. 
President Abraham Lincoln signed and delivered it to 
Congress on September 22, 1862.  
This was 5 days after the bloodiest battle in U.S. history, 
“Antietam” in Maryland. The casualties numbered 4,710 
killed and 21,000 wounded. The Union unit with the highest 
casualty rate in the battle was the Irish Brigade. They were 
part of U.S. General George B. McClellan’s Army of the 
Potomac. 
Brigadier General Thomas Francis Meagher commanded the 
Irish Brigade and 1400 men at Antietam. They were called 
into action at the Sunken Road, later renamed “Bloody 
Lane,” which the Confederates had fortified and held. 
Ferocious, back and forth, close-range fire decimated each 
side.  It was described as a “bloody brawl,” during which the 
Irish Brigade was reduced to 500 men. Still, they pressed 
forward. With assistance from the 29th Massachusetts, the 
Irish Brigade drove the rebels from the Sunken Road and the 
cornfield behind. McClellan said it was “the most beautiful 
field I ever saw and the grandest battle.” Bloody Lane turned 
the tide of the battle in the Union’s favor.
Lincoln had wanted to issue the Emancipation Proclamation 
earlier in the war, but his cabinet convinced him to hold 
off until there was “success” on the battlefield. Antietam 
provided the victory Lincoln had been awaiting. His 
proclamation changed the character of the war. Now, it was 
more than a fight to save the Union. The war became an “act 
of justice” for 4 million slaves in the Confederacy.  (Photo 
of the Irish Brigade Memorial at Bloody Lane in Antietam 
National Battlefield.)
The Emancipation Proclamation came into effect on 
January 1, 1863, when President Lincoln issued the final 
draft. It freed the slaves in rebel states. The Emancipation 
Proclamation stated in part: “. . . all persons held as slaves 
within any State or designated part of a State, the people 
whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, 
shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the 
Executive government, including the military and naval 
authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom 
of such persons.” 
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Sheridan’s parents were Irish. It is unclear if he was born in 
beautiful Co. Cavan or on the boat taking his family from 
there to America. Nevertheless, he is an acclaimed Irish 
American for his exceptional skills as a cavalry officer and 
Army general. 
He is also remembered for some of the things he said and 
did during the “Indian Wars.”  Grant called upon Sheridan 
at a low point for the army in the Indian Wars. Indian raids 
were killing settlers on the frontier. Sheridan developed the 
strategy of slaughtering vast herds of bison on the American 
Plains to deprive the Indians of their primary source of 
food. The goal was to get Indian tribes to honor treaties. 
He testified about it in Congress: “For the sake of lasting 
peace, let them [buffalo hunters] kill, skin, and sell until the 
buffaloes are exterminated.” 
Another quote attributed to him was his response to an 
Indian Chief saying “me good injun.” Sheridan is said to have 
replied, “[t}he only good Indian is a dead Indian.”  He held 

deep disdain for his military enemies, first the rebel South 
and later Indians.  For him, this justified the orders he issued 
that resulted in mass killings and the infliction of communal 
pain.
Sheridan is also known as a protector of Yellowstone. After a 
string of incompetent park superintendents, Sheridan sent-
in the U.S. cavalry to operate the park, which it did until the 
National Park Service took over in 1916.  
The Indian Wars wound down in the 1880’s with Geronimo’s 
capture. Just before his death in 1888, Sheridan was 
promoted to Commanding General of the Army of the United 
States. The same rank his friends, Grant and Sherman, had 
achieved earlier. Three aces indeed!     
Slainte, EMN 
(Will return in September. Enjoy the rest of the summer!) 
References: Niall O’Dowd, “How Irish American US General 
Phil Sheridan Paved the Way for Juneteenth,” Irish Central 
News (June 19, 2023); World Encyclopedia, Philp H. Sheridan. 
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The Pipes and Drums of the Jersey Shore

July 2024 
Did you see that powerful paralyzing perfect pachyderms 
percussion pitch from our Club President John Padgett? We 
did from the outfield when we performed at Irish Heritage 
Night at the Blueclaws game. It was great to see so many 
club members and families at the game! What fun night for 
our return to this event!

Coming up July 3 we are making our return to the 
Manasquan 4th of July Parade!

We had band members represent the band at other events 
also the last month or so including graduations, birthday 
parties, weddings and funerals.

Yes, we are continuing to hold beginner lessons every 
Tuesday night at 6:30 upstairs at the club followed by 
rehearsal. We are working on new music. We have a 
number of beginners that will likely earn their kilt after 
auditioning sometime this year.

August and September events will be listed next month as 
we are in the process of finalizing one or two of the events.

PDJS Q&A:

1. How does the band get to and from events?

Each member is responsible for getting to/from events 
(and rehearsals) on their own. There is no reimbursement 
from the band. Sometimes, if the venue is far away we will 
rent a bus however, each band member ponies up the cash 
to cover the cost.

2. Why are band members in kilts at the bar?

Some of us stop at the club for a celebratory beverage 
after performing at a parade or other event. It’s fun to get 
together after events (and rehearsals too).

3. Do you play in poor weather?

I think this was asked before. Yes we perform in the rain, 
snow, bitter cold and extreme heat. However, lightning is 
a show stopper. The best weather overall, in my opinion, is 
sunny or partly cloudy between 50 - 70 degrees with a light 
breeze. Cool enough not to sweat too much in our wool 
kilts and not bone chilling.

Do you have a question to ask? Let me know and your 
question can be featured right here! Email me: pdjspiper@
hotmail.com or text 732-685-9232

Do you want to learn to play?

Growth is key the band’s future. It would be great to see 
more club members (and your families) join the band! 
Remember the band is not just for club members and ……
lessons are FREE!!!

Did you read that? FREE LESSONS!

Reach out and contact me 732-685-9232 or our band 
manager Mark Mastowski 732-233-6136 so you can get 
started with the band!

If you already know how to play bagpipes or drums & want 
to join the band, just head over to practice on a Tuesday 
evening to check us out.

Our email is band@jspipesanddrums.com which can 
be accessed by visiting our updated website www.
jspipesanddrums.com or talk to any band member for 
information.

Need a piper or the band to play at an event?

Want to have a bagpiper, small group or the band to 
celebrate a promotion, a backyard bbq or birthday party? 
We perform for all kinds of events: weddings, funerals, 
parties, grand openings, ceremonies, graduations, backyard 
bbq’s and more!

For more info, please contact our Band Manager, Mark 
Mastowski (732-233-6136)

We always try to accommodate all requests. Remember that 
we, just like you, have family, job and other commitments/
obligations (some beyond our control).

Anyone with pictures or video of the band, please send 
them along to me pdjspiper@hotmail.com

Thank you!

Thank you all and we appreciate the continued support 
from all of you!!

Slainte,

Ray Spengler
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Terry Higgins
Sales Associate

1001 Asbury Avenue
Asbury Park, NJ 07712

(732) 807-7342 ext. 101

terry@ablsales.com
www.ablsales.com

Appliance Brokers of Asbury Park
Appliance Brokers Ltd.

Terry Higgins
Sales Associate

1001 Asbury Avenue
Asbury Park, NJ 07712

(732) 807-7342 ext. 101

terry@ablsales.com
www.ablsales.com

Appliance Brokers of Asbury Park
Appliance Brokers Ltd.

The Foundation of the Friendly Sons 
of the Shillelagh, Inc.

The Foundation of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, Inc., is a charitable organization 
established and operated to benefit the public interest and is the club’s only IRS designated 
501C(3) charity and donations are tax deductible. Please help us help individuals in need. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email us at Info.fsosbelmar@gmail.com.

Please mail donations to: FSOS Foundation

        PO Box 627, 
        Belmar, NJ 07719
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62 W. Sylvania Ave, Neptune City, NJ 07753 • (732) 774-5040

The Order of the Friendly Sons of the ShillelaghThe Order of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh

ABOUT US

We invite you to show your support, honor friends and family, to remember loved 
ones, or commemorate special occasions by purchasing tribute bricks to be placed in 
the walkway and landscaped area in front of The New Friendly Sons of the 
Shillelagh Clubhouse in Belmar. Best of all, your brick purchase will help the new 
FSOS clubhouse, which in turn helps the FSOS continue its mission of  celebrating 
Irish- American culture and helping countless members of our community who are 
less fortunate or in need.

The laser engraved bricks are guaranteed for life, with permanent paint that never 
wears away. 

There are several brick sizes and price options to choose from.

Thank You

Page 1 of 4Welcome to The Order of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh Website

10/5/2016https://polarengraving.com/TheOrderoftheFriendlySonsoftheShillelagh?utm_source=Copy...

ABOUT US:

The Order  
of The  

Friendly  
Sons 
of the  

Shillelagh
of the  

Jersey Shore
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ANNOUNCEMENT
EHRLICH LAW OFFICES: 608 MAIN STREET, BELMAR, NJ 

DISCOUNT ON ESTATE PLANNING DOCUMENTS FOR SHILLELAGHS 
$300 for a will, living will and POA documentation for you and your spouse. (6 docs total)  

Please present your Shillelagh Membership ID. Call Tom Ehrlich 732-223- 8480 for appointments.
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Not receiving email or have contact
information to update?

Contact Ned Barrett at 
njbarrrett63@gmail.com

Have information on bereavement?
Contact Dan Reilly at 
Irish0361@aol.com

or
Ray Spengler at

PDJSpiper@hotmail.com

Have news to share in the newsletter? Contact info.fsosBelmar@gmail.com
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PHONE TREE
If you haven’t received any 

calls from the phone tree in the last few weeks, 
you  are not in the loop. 

Contact Ed Hunter at 732-664-2549
and have your 

phone number added to the list.               

WINNING NUMBERS
1st — 585 

2nd — 442

HAVING A SMALL PARTY?
The room upstairs is perfect for certain events (50 people or less).
Jim Dunne has volunteered to help the Party Room Committee
with booking the parties and confirm availability of dates.  Please
call Jim Dunne at 732-681-2659 with all your room rental
questions.   

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: The rental fee for the upstairs
room is $100 and children’s parties are no longer permitted.

CLUB STEWARD

AMERICA IRELAND

FULL COLOR printing can give your company that boost
it needs to get your message noticed. We can print
anything in full color including BUSINESS CARDS,
POSTCARDS, BROCHURES, SALES SHEETS or whatever
you need to increase sales and get your business ahead
of the competition! And now we offer FULL COLOR
DIGITAL PRINTING.

Newsletters

Postcards

Brochures

A full-color newsletter with bright, bold graphics
and clear, easy-to-read text will set you apart from
the crowd.

A professional image begins with professional
marketing materials. A full-color brochure will
help you look great.

Low cost postcards can help you achieve your
sales and marketing goals. Our print shop is
equipped to handle all your postcard needs. 
Stop in or call us today for more information!

185 Broadway
Long Branch, NJ 07740
(732) 870-1999

771 Shrewsbury Avenue
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702
(732) 741-4594

108 W. Sylvania Avenue
Neptune City, NJ 07753
(732) 502-0110

www.JammPrinting.com

JAMM PRINTING
QUALITY PRINTING, COPYING & DIRECT MAIL • ON TIME ... EVERYTIME!

We Now Do...

FULL SER
FULL SERVICEVICE

DIRECT MAIL

DIRECT MAIL

Small to Large Mailings

•Mail Lists •Bulk Rate

•Sort •Label

•Postal Discounts

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, February 25 7:30 PM

Parade Day Meeting • Club Office Nominations
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1st – 336
2nd – 352
3rd – 087
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For over 40 years, 
we’ve measured 

success just one way:
Satisfi ed Customers
Th ere was a time when Print & Copy shops were 
experienced and guided their customers. Th e goal 
was simple: commit to your customer’s needs; be 
hardworking and humble; be knowledgeable in 
your work and uncompromising in your values. 
Th e rest will take care of itself.

Our success proves there is still room in the 
world for Print & Copy shops to embrace 

an approach that has stood the test of time: 
Experienced Staff  and Customer 

Satisfaction...Always!

 JAMM PRINTING
PRINTING • DIGITAL COPYING • DIRECT MAIL (EDDM)

“We Are Your One On One Marketing Partners”

185 Broadway, Long Branch, NJ 07740
(732) 870-1999

www.jammprint ing.com 11
.1
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Upcoming Meetings
Wednesday, July 31st, 2024

7:30pm 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Have a problem with alcohol? There is a solution. 24 HR. HOT LINE: 866-210-1303




