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Brothers:

I would like to start off by thanking the membership for your support of 
the new clubhouse.  Also I would like to offer a special thanks to Past President
John Carr, who has been spearheading the efforts to move this project forward.
We are hoping for the ground breaking to take place sometime in the middle of
August.  

Easter will soon be upon us and with that we will be having our annual
Easter Egg Hunt, on April 12th.  I would like to thank Peter Mitchell for taking
over the reins as the coordinator for this great family event.  As always along
with the Easter Egg Hunt, we will have a petting zoo, food and a lot of fun for
the kids and parents alike.

With the warm weather now upon us, the club will be sponsoring, and
members participating in golf outings, fishing tournaments and many other
activities.  I encourage everyone to participate in as many activities as possible;
we always have a great time.  

We also have our annual Dinner Dance coming up on May 3rd at Dolan’s.
We will be honoring Bill and Joe Connor as our Irishmen of the Year, as well as
the members of our Foundation, see our Co-Chairmen Mark Quirk or Billy
Clohosey for tickets and seating.   

Fraternally, 

Matt Sharin
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Brother Shillelagh’s,
I hope you are all enjoying your summer here at the Jersey Shore!  Although our 
slowest time of the year, we have still been busy at the club.  And it is about to start 
heating up some more.  
We’ve just completed another successful Fluke Tournament.  Ryan Lavender, Bill 
Clohosey and Pete Yackel did another spectacular job with this event.  Special shout out 
to Moira Horan for all the work in bringing in some incredible gifts for the gift auction.  
Thanks to all the volunteers and participants that make this event so successful each 
August.   The bartenders, kitchen crew, security and many other volunteers always step 
up to make this large event one of our best.  
The 1st Annual Shillelagh Golf League participants enjoyed an awards banquet on 
August 9th at Spring Meadow.  Mike Kahrer, Ed Lubowicki and Mark Wybraniec did 
great work in running the league.  Congratulations to the winning team consisting of 
Bob Stroebel, Joe Ward, Keith Gordon, Don Ginty and Ed Lynskey.  In Individual honors, 
Ed Hickey led the standings with 39 points, with Mark Wybraniec the low gross winner 
with a 34 and Ryan Lavender the low net winner with a 21.  Congrats to all on the start 
of another outstanding offering from FSOS, Jersey Shore.
We’ve just brought in another class of new Shillelagh Brothers.  Welcome to all!  It was 
very nice meeting most of you these past few weeks.  It was great to see six of you 
show up recently for our tent raising, as well as several of you helping in the kitchen.  
Get involved and look to volunteer for some upcoming events.  You’ll enjoy it.   Thanks 
to our Membership Committee Chairman Ned Barrett and his committee consisting of 
Rick McKenna, Ray Spengler, Jim Gallagher, Anthony Aldorasi and Shawn Lowery for 
the work done in screening and managing our database.
On Thursday, August 17th, Joe Kelly “Taylor Swift” Bingo returns to the club as an 
outside event under the tent.  Please join us for some great fun and laughs as we raise 
money for Kelly Antman in her battle with breast cancer.  Kelly is the wife of Shillelagh 
Brother John Antman.  
The Shillelagh softball team starts its season on August 20th.  A schedule of games will 
be posted.  Co-Managers Brian O’Halloran and Dan Reilly are excited about the team’s 
prospects playing in the Wall Softball League.
On September 16th we will celebrate ½ way to St Patrick’s Day at the club.  The Innisfree 
Band will be playing a mix of Irish and rock songs.  We will also have the privilege of 
having “the best band in the land”, The Pipes and Drums of the Jersey Shore joining 
us as well.  In addition, we are looking to bring in some Irish Step dancers for some 
additional entertainment.  We will also be celebrating the 25th Anniversary of The 
Pipes and Drums of the Jersey Shore!
Prayers go out to the family of Shillelagh Brother Donald O’Malley on his passing.
May you and your families be blessed with good health!  Hope to see you soon at the 
club.  
Slainte’
Craig Coyle
President, FSOS Jersey Shore
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Donald O’Malley

Thursday August 17th • Shillelagh Bingo
Wednesday September 6th •  FSOS Monthly Meeting

Saturday September 16th •  ½ Way to St Patrick’s Day Party
Friday September 22nd • Shillelagh Quad Golf Outing 

Monday October 2nd • Pipeband Golf Outing
Saturday October 7th • Shillelagh 5K

Sunday October 8th • Annual NFL Tailgate
Sunday October 15th • Blooddrive
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The Foundation of the 
Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, Inc.

The Foundation of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh, Inc., is a charitable organization 
established and operated to benefit the public interest and is the club’s only IRS designated 
501C(3) charity and donations are tax deductible. Please help us help individuals in need. 
If you have any questions, please feel free to email us at Info.fsosbelmar@gmail.com.

Please mail donations to: 
        FSOS Foundation
        PO Box 627, 
        Belmar, NJ 07719

Call Today to get things started or just to ask a mortgage question! 

Joe Walsh, NMLS#126603 
77 W Main St. 

Freehold, NJ  07728 
Office:  (732) 409-7779 • Fax:  (732) 333-3113 

Cell:  (908) 415-1324 
Email:  joew@patriotmtgs.com 

www.PatriotMortgage4U.com  

For members of the FSOS or those referred by a member of the 
FSOS that closes and funds a mortgage loan with Patriot 
Mortgage, a $300 donation will be given to the FSOS in the 
name of the person doing the mortgage and Patriot Mortgage. 

NMLS ID#1248884 Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance. This is not a commitment to lend. All interest 
rates, fees and programs are subject to change without notice.  Terms and conditions apply.  All rights reserved. *Government 
insured Reverse Mortgages. 

We proudly support 
the Friendly Sons of 
Shillelagh of Belmar. 
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Northern Ireland Legacy Bill returned to Northern Ireland Legacy Bill returned to 
House of Commons with amendments House of Commons with amendments 

IrishCentral Contributor Ed Neafsey looks at the recent amendments to the UK’s 
controversial Northern Ireland Troubles  (Legacy and Reconciliation) Bill.

The House of Lords has passed the Northern Ireland 
Troubles (Legacy and Reconciliation) Bill after 
amending it. The bill now returns to the House of 
Commons for consideration of the amendments.

This article will focus on two of the major changes 
made by the Lords. First, they struck from the bill 
the provision authorizing grants of immunity to 
perpetrators of serious crimes. Second, they added 
language specifying that the objective of a newly 
created body - the Independent Commission on 
Reconciliation and Information Recovery (ICRIR) - 
will be to promote reconciliation.

Sign up to IrishCentral’s newsletter to stay up-to-
date with everything Irish!

One significant amendment passed by the House of 
Lords removes a controversial immunity provision 

from the bill. That provision provides perpetrators 
of Troubles-related serious offenses - including 
“murder, manslaughter or culpable homicide” - 
immunity from prosecution, if they provide an 
“account” of conduct that is true to the best of 
their knowledge and belief. 

The immunity provision amounts to a grant of 
amnesty for perpetrators of serious crimes. It’s 
worse than a get out of jail free card. Indeed, 
Daniel Holder, Director of the Committee for the 
Administration of Justice (a Belfast human rights 
NGO) has described the immunity provision as 
tantamount to a “get out of investigation free 
card.” Amnesties for the commission of serious 
crimes, like murder, are prohibited by human rights 
and humanitarian laws. 

Ed Neafsey Contributor @IrishCentral Jul 06, 2023

House of Commons and Palace of Westminster next to the Thames River in London, England.
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It may be a dangerous exercise to forecast what 
happens to an amended bill when it is returned 
to the House of Commons. An additional 
consideration warranting caution, in this case, is a 
recent Amnesty International commissioned poll of 
2,171 United Kingdom (UK) adults. In the poll, 58% 
of Conservative Party voters said those accused of 
Troubles-killings should not receive immunity from 
prosecution in exchange for providing information 
about their crimes.

Nevertheless, a safe prediction is that the House 
of Commons will reject the Lords’ elimination of 
immunity and include such a provision in the final 
version of the law.

First, the Conservative government, which has an 
overwhelming majority, has made commitments 
to UK veterans lobbying groups that it will enact 
a law granting veterans and state security officers 
immunity, so that they will no longer be subject 
to investigation and prosecution for their conduct 
during the Troubles.

Second, the government intends to fast-track the 
legislation and pass it before the parliamentary 
term ends later this month.

Third, the government tabled other amendments, 
passed by the House of Lords, aimed at 
strengthening the bill in the face of an inevitable 
court challenge on human rights grounds. Based 
upon these additions to the bill, the UK government 
hopes the law can withstand court scrutiny. In 
that regard, Ireland’s Joint Oireachtas Good Friday 
Committee indicated, once the bill becomes law, it 
will ask the Irish government to file an interstate-
case challenge before the European Court of 
Human Rights, similar to the famous Ireland v UK 
(1978) case on torture.

The bill is opposed by each of Northern Ireland’s 
major political parties, the Irish government, 
members of the US Congress, victims’ rights groups, 
and, most importantly, victims’ families. Survivors 
and victims’ families should be at the center of any 

legislation dealing with the legacy of the Troubles. 
Unfortunately, they are not. Therefore, with or 
without an immunity provision, one can expect 
this opposition to the bill will continue.

The bill calls for the end of criminal investigations 
by the Northern Ireland (NI) Police Service on May 
1, 2024. Any inquests into the cause of deaths and 
NI Police Ombudsman legacy investigations must 
cease, if not completed by that date.

Finally, a victim’s family will be foreclosed from 
filing a civil suit for damages related to the unlawful 
death of a loved one. Each of these measures is 
essential to ensuring that NI remains compliant 
with the European Court of Human Rights caselaw.

In place of these measures, the ICRIR will carry out 
“reviews” of Troubles-deaths and harmful conduct, 
grant immunity, produce reports of findings, refer 
cases they deem appropriate for prosecutors, and 
produce a historical record of the Troubles. The 
amended bill states that ICRIR reviews must fully 
comply with obligations imposed by the 1998 
Human Rights Act and the European Convention 
on Human Rights.

“Bill of Shame” - UK’s Troubles-era legacy legislation 
met with outrage

Another amendment has to do with the stated 
goal of the ICRIR. Language has been added to the 
bill to make clear that in exercising the functions 
described above, the ICRIR’s principal objective is 
to “promote reconciliation.” In this way, the ICRIR’s 
objective matches one of the objectives in the Bill’s 
title: “Address the legacy of the Northern Ireland 
Troubles and promote reconciliation.”

Why is the additional language about the ICRIR’s 
objective important? As previously stated, 
amnesties for those who have committed grave 
breaches of fundamental human rights (for 
example, violating a person’s right to life under 
Article 2 of the European Convention on Human 
Rights) are unlawful, because they can lead to 
impunity for perpetrators.
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Under the bill, the ICRIR is the body that grants 
immunity/amnesty. In dicta in the Margus v 
Croatia (2014) case, the European Court of Human 
Rights seemed to accept that an amnesty may 
be lawful in “some particular circumstances such 
as a reconciliation process.” The new language 
buttresses the notion that the bill promotes 
reconciliation and supports an argument that the 
ICRIR immunity process is part of a reconciliation 
process, thereby attempting to create a safe 
harbor for the immunity/amnesty provision.

If that is the intent of this new provision, it widely 
misses the mark. It would be entirely disingenuous 
for the UK government to argue that its initiation 
of a reconciliation process now, coming 25 years 
after the Good Friday Agreement, qualifies as an 
exception to the prohibition against amnesties. 
Also notable is that the UK and Irish governments 
signed the Stormont House Agreement in 2014 
to address legacy matters. It had the support of 
the major political parties in NI, excluding the 
Democratic Unionist Party, and victims’ families. 
Yet, the UK unilaterally failed to implement it.

Furthermore, saying the goal is to promote 
reconciliation doesn’t make it so! Reconciliation is 
the necessary foundation for turning violent conflict 
into a durable peace. It can be fostered by many 
things - including building trust and relationships, 
understanding the other and developing a shared 
vision of the future, learning to live cooperatively, 
acknowledging the past, and healing. Truth-telling 
is a core element of reconciliation.

It’s impossible for individuals to reconcile without 
truth. It is hard to see how replacing police and 
Ombudsman investigations, inquests, and civil 
suits with the ICRIR process will enhance truth-
telling. In fact, it will obscure the truth. And therein 
lies the rub.

Each of the soon-to-be discarded measures 
uncovered facts that had in many cases been 
intentionally covered-up and hidden, often for 

decades. That is the reason why the UK government 
is abandoning those measures.

The real purpose of the legislation is not reconciliation. 
It is to cover-up collusion. As Baroness Nuala O’Loan 
(former NI Police Ombudsman) so eloquently put it 
during the House of Lords’ debate on the bill’s third 
reading: “The real purpose of this bill . . . is to control 
access to information so that some people will never 
be able to prove what happened in cases of state 
action, and to protect those veterans - there are few, 
both police and military - who may have committed 
the greatest crime that being murder.”

The ICRIR process will not promote reconciliation. It 
will do the opposite. It will set reconciliation efforts in 
Northern Ireland back.

This article was submitted to the IrishCentral 
contributors network by a member of the global Irish 
community. 
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The Pipes and Drums of 

the Jersey Shore - August 2023!!

First, we want to thank the club and the foundation 
for the donation to and continuing support for the 
band! With your generosity, we are utilizing the 
donation to help pay for instructors for piping and 
drumming twice a month.
We are having our 25th anniversary fundraiser in 
November! More info to follow!!
We have about 20 club members in the Band. We 
have about 1400 club members. I am sure there are 
more of you out there that always wanted to learn 
to play bagpipes or drums. We encourage you to 
show up on a Tuesday night, upstairs around 6:30pm 
to see what the band is all about!
We are learning new music and our instructors are 
really helping improve our sound!
Congratulations to Bernadette Mastowski being 
appointed Drum Corporal! Bernadette is a fantastic 
tenor drummer and has stepped up to help teach 
beginners!
Congratulations to new band members Nicole 
DelGiodice and Rob Moore! Both successfully passed 
their audition recently! Nicole joins the tenor drum 
line and Rob joins the snare drum line! They have 
both worked hard over the last two years or so and 
earned their spot in the band!
Congratulations to Aileen (Mastowski) Ragusa and 
her husband Joe!!!! Aileen is pregnant and we are 
so happy for the two of them!!
PDJS Q&A:
1. Is there ever “off time” for the band?
It does seem like we have events every week or 
two. Sometimes we do have events every week and 
sometimes multiple events weekly. It depends on 
the time of year. We do have rehearsal every week 
and twice a week in January and February as we get 
closer to parader season.
2. How many events does the band perform?
Approximately 6 to 8 parades annually and we 
average 8 to 12 fundraisers annually. We also play 
many events at the club.
3.Does the band make money?
Yes, we make money for some parades. Belmar and 
Manasquan are unpaid as we lead the club in these

parades. In fact, all club events and just about all 
fundraisers we perform are unpaid. All funds received 
go back into the band for uniforms, maintenance, 
equipment and instructors for the band.
Do you have a question to ask? Let me know and 
your question can be featured right here!
Do you want to learn to play bagpipes or drums? Yes 
YOU!! All you need to do is show up to see what it’s
all about and give it a try!!!
Growth is key for the band’s future. It would be great 
to see more club members (and your families) join 
the band! Remember the band is not just for club 
members and ……lessons are FREE!!!
Reach out and contact me 732-685-9232 so you can 
get started to become a bagpiper or drummer in the 
band!
If you already know how to play bagpipes or drums 
& want to join the band, just head over to practice
on a Tuesday evening and check us out. Our email 
is band@jspipesanddrums.com which can be 
accessed by visiting our updated website www.
jspipesanddrums.com or talk to any band member 
for information.
Want to have a bagpiper, small group or the band to 
celebrate a promotion, a backyard bbq or birthday 
party? We perform for all kinds of events: weddings, 
funerals, parties, grand openings, ceremonies, 
graduations, backyard bbq’s and more!
For more info, please contact our Band Manager, 
Mark Mastowski (732-233-6136)
We always try to accommodate all requests. 
Remember that we, just like you, have family, job 
and other commitments/obligations (some beyond 
our control).
Anyone with pictures or video of the band, please 
send them along to me pdjspiper@hotmail.com
Thank you!
Thank you all and we appreciate the continued 
support from all of you!!
Slainte,
Ray Spengler
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62 W. Sylvania Ave, Neptune City, NJ 07753 • (732) 774-5040

The Order of the Friendly Sons of the ShillelaghThe Order of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh

ABOUT US

We invite you to show your support, honor friends and family, to remember loved 
ones, or commemorate special occasions by purchasing tribute bricks to be placed in 
the walkway and landscaped area in front of The New Friendly Sons of the 
Shillelagh Clubhouse in Belmar. Best of all, your brick purchase will help the new 
FSOS clubhouse, which in turn helps the FSOS continue its mission of  celebrating 
Irish- American culture and helping countless members of our community who are 
less fortunate or in need.

The laser engraved bricks are guaranteed for life, with permanent paint that never 
wears away. 

There are several brick sizes and price options to choose from.

Thank You

Page 1 of 4Welcome to The Order of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh Website

10/5/2016https://polarengraving.com/TheOrderoftheFriendlySonsoftheShillelagh?utm_source=Copy...

ABOUT US:

The Order  
of The  

Friendly  
Sons 
of the  

Shillelagh
of the  

Jersey Shore



Shoreanigans PAGE 10

ANNOUNCEMENT
EHRLICH LAW OFFICES: 608 MAIN STREET, BELMAR, NJ 

DISCOUNT ON ESTATE PLANNING DOCUMENTS FOR SHILLELAGHS 

$300 for a will, living will and POA documentation for you and your spouse. (6 docs total)  
Please present your Shillelagh Membership ID. Call Tom Ehrlich 732-223- 8480 for appointments.
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Not receiving email or have contact
information to update?

Contact Ned Barrett at 
njbarrett63@gmail.com

Have information on bereavement?
Contact Dan Reilly at 
Irish0361@aol.com

or
Ray Spengler at

PDJSpiper@hotmail.com

Have news to share in the newsletter? Contact info.fsosBelmar@gmail.com

PAGE 11Shorenanigans

PHONE TREE
If you haven’t received any 

calls from the phone tree in the last few weeks, 
you  are not in the loop. 

Contact Ed Hunter at 732-664-2549
and have your 

phone number added to the list.               

WINNING NUMBERS
1st — 585 

2nd — 442

HAVING A SMALL PARTY?
The room upstairs is perfect for certain events (50 people or less).
Jim Dunne has volunteered to help the Party Room Committee
with booking the parties and confirm availability of dates.  Please
call Jim Dunne at 732-681-2659 with all your room rental
questions.   

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY: The rental fee for the upstairs
room is $100 and children’s parties are no longer permitted.

CLUB STEWARD

AMERICA IRELAND

FULL COLOR printing can give your company that boost
it needs to get your message noticed. We can print
anything in full color including BUSINESS CARDS,
POSTCARDS, BROCHURES, SALES SHEETS or whatever
you need to increase sales and get your business ahead
of the competition! And now we offer FULL COLOR
DIGITAL PRINTING.

Newsletters

Postcards

Brochures

A full-color newsletter with bright, bold graphics
and clear, easy-to-read text will set you apart from
the crowd.

A professional image begins with professional
marketing materials. A full-color brochure will
help you look great.

Low cost postcards can help you achieve your
sales and marketing goals. Our print shop is
equipped to handle all your postcard needs. 
Stop in or call us today for more information!

185 Broadway
Long Branch, NJ 07740
(732) 870-1999

771 Shrewsbury Avenue
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702
(732) 741-4594

108 W. Sylvania Avenue
Neptune City, NJ 07753
(732) 502-0110

www.JammPrinting.com

JAMM PRINTING
QUALITY PRINTING, COPYING & DIRECT MAIL • ON TIME ... EVERYTIME!

We Now Do...

FULL SER
FULL SERVICEVICE

DIRECT MAIL

DIRECT MAIL

Small to Large Mailings

•Mail Lists •Bulk Rate

•Sort •Label

•Postal Discounts

NEXT MEETING
Wednesday, February 25 7:30 PM

Parade Day Meeting • Club Office Nominations
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1st – 272
2nd – 332
3rd – 329
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For over 40 years, 
we’ve measured 

success just one way:
Satisfi ed Customers
Th ere was a time when Print & Copy shops were 
experienced and guided their customers. Th e goal 
was simple: commit to your customer’s needs; be 
hardworking and humble; be knowledgeable in 
your work and uncompromising in your values. 
Th e rest will take care of itself.

Our success proves there is still room in the 
world for Print & Copy shops to embrace 

an approach that has stood the test of time: 
Experienced Staff  and Customer 

Satisfaction...Always!

 JAMM PRINTING
PRINTING • DIGITAL COPYING • DIRECT MAIL (EDDM)

“We Are Your One On One Marketing Partners”

185 Broadway, Long Branch, NJ 07740
(732) 870-1999

www.jammprint ing.com 11
.1

9

Upcoming Meetings
Wednesday, September 6th, 2023

7:30pm 



Would you like to advertise 
your business in the 
newsletter? Contact: 

info.fsosBelmar@gmail.com


